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and politics in Muslim countries, family building, demographic methodologies and their application 

to developing countries. He has numerous publications and he lectured in various universities in 

Europe,  Africa and the Middle East. His most recent publications include: Mediterranean Migration 

– Report 2008/2009; Work, Refuge, Transit:  An Emerging Pattern of Irregular Immigration South and 

East of the Mediterranean (International Migration Review, 2009, 43/3);  Emerging Demographic 

Patterns across the Mediterranean and their Implications for Migration through 2030 (Migration Policy 

Institute, 2009); The Demographic Benefit of International Migration: Hypothesis and Application to 

Middle Eastern and North African Contexts (International Migration, Economic Development and 

Policy, The World Bank and Palgrave Macmillan,  2007); and his books include:  Générations Arabes, 

Christians and Jews Under Islam, The Economy of the Middle East in a Prospect of Peace,  The Atlas of 

the Arab World-Geopolitics and Society.

Prof. Nasra Shah

Prof. Nasra Shah, a Demographer/Sociologist, received her doctoral degree in Population Dynamics 

from the Johns Hopkins University, School of Public Health, Baltimore, USA. Before joining Faculty 

of Medicine at Kuwait University in 1988, she worked in Hawaii, USA and Pakistan. Her research 

has focused on labour migration from Asia to the Gulf, the role of social factors in infant and 

child mortality; predictors of fertility and contraceptive use; women’s role and status; utilization 

of health services; and the importance of social networks in psychosocial health of older persons. 

Her many publications include books on Pakistani Women, Asian Labour Migration, Basic Needs, 

Women and Development, and Population of Kuwait: Structure and Dynamics. 

Workshop 6 Papers 

Noora Lori, Johns Hopkins University	
“Identifying Patterns of National Hierarchies among Expatriates in the United Arab Emirates”

George Naufal, American University of Sharjah	
“The Makers of Wonders:  A Study Case of Expatriates in Dubai”

Lucile Gruntz, EHESS	
“Wahhabisation or Egyptianization? Migration and Reciprocal Religious Influences across the Red Sea”
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Ganesh Seshan, Georgetown University School of Foreign Service in Qatar	
“Migrants in Qatar: Some Micro-Level Evidence”

David Mednicoff, University of Massachusetts	
“Legal Regulation of Migrant Workers and National Identity in Qatar and the UAE”

Philipp Dehne, Institute of Islamic Studies	
“Migration policies in Saudi Arabia”

Anastasia Erbe, Princeton University	
“Migration in the Arab Gulf States and its Implications for National Security”

Mojca Zerovec (co-author Marike Bontenbal), University of Utrecht, German 
University of Technology in Oman (GUtech)
“Omanization and its Impacts on the Migrant Communities in the Sultanate of Oman”

Rima Sabban, Zayed University	
“Visibility and (In)visibility of Migrant Domestic Workers in the rise and fall of a model (Dubai) 

of a Gulf Global Economy”

Bina Fernandez, School of Politics and International Studies - University of 
Leeds	
“Cheap and compliant: the governance of Ethiopian women domestic workers’ labour migration 

to GCC countries”

Helene Thiollet
“Migration and national identity in Saudi Arabia” 

Jane Bristol Rhys, Zayed University	
“Divided Communities: Migrants in the UAE”

Abulnadi Alekry, National Centre for Studies	
“The Expatriate Workers in the Gulf Corporation Council (GCC), the Challenge for Change”

Elizabeth Shlala		
“Gulf Migration Project Proposal”
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Workshop 7: Developing an Agenda for Security Studies in the Gulf

 The first presentation was given by Dr. Kristian Coates Ulrichsen, Deputy Director and Research 

Fellow at LSE Kuwait Research Programme, who presented a paper titled “The Challenge of 

Transition: Gulf Security in the Twenty-First Century.”  This paper examined the evolution of ‘Gulf 

security’ in the oil-producing states of the Arabian Peninsula in response to a range of existing 

and emergent threats and challenges. It argued that the rise of primarily non-military sources 

of potential insecurity is profoundly reshaping the security paradigm in the Gulf States in the 

medium- and longer-term. This is inextricably bound up with the broader impact of the processes 

of globalization on the political economy of the Gulf States, which themselves are undergoing a 

systemic transformation toward post-oil redistributive forms of governance. The paper argued 

that concepts of security need to be re-conceptualized away from the emphasis on the national 

security of states and toward a multi-level, holistic security approach. 

Dr. Abdulkhaleq Abdulla, Professor of Political Science at the UAE University, presented a paper 

titled “Gulf Security and Conflict Management: A GCC Perspective.” He explained in his paper 

that the GCC, which will celebrate its 30th anniversary on May 25, 2011, stands out as the 

only exception to the prevalence of regional tensions. One of the most defining features of 

contemporary Gulf politics is that the relationship between the various states lacks harmony. 

The eight incompatible states in the region have nearly always been engaged in all sorts of 

‘instant’ as well as ‘constant’ disputes that are rarely satisfactorily settled. If anything these 

conflicts are nearly always zealously exaggerated, mostly remain dormant or are simply deferred 

which allows them to occasionally emerge as catalysts for fresh conflicts and crises that take 

on a regional dimension and invite global intervention. The paper recommended a number of 

confidence-building measures to help reduce tension in the region. One step towards genuine 

CBMs in the Gulf would involve the major regional powers shouldering their political and moral 

responsibilities to decrease regional tensions. Another necessary confidence-building measure 

needed in the Gulf was a possible region-wide accord on arms control. The paper remarked that 

although it is relatively new, even integration skeptics must admit that the GCC is here to stay. 

Dr. Mustafa Alani 

Gulf Research Center 

Prof. Salih Al-Mani 

King Saud University
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Indeed, it has been remarkable in its durability. It is proving to be one of those few cases - perhaps 

the only case - in the Arab world where regional cooperation is not only working but actually 

deepening, albeit in fits and starts. 

In a paper titled “After Saddam: Restoring Balance in the Gulf,” Dr Judith S. Yaphe of the Institute 

for National Strategic Studies at the National Defense University, Washington D.C., pointed out 

that the GCC states are consumers and not producers of security, and far away from “jointness” 

in military planning or strategic thinking. Their response to risk has been to seek stronger 

commitments to their security from the US and European governments and to encourage their 

new friends and customers in Asia – China, India, and Japan – towards greater cooperation as 

well as arms and oil sales. The extent of their discussions with European and Asian governments 

would seem to indicate that actual security cooperation may not have been raised and that none 

of these governments are interested in contributing to Gulf security or protecting sea lanes and 

access to oil and gas. The United States will be present in the Gulf for some time. The desire of 

the US to reduce its military footprint and the vulnerability of forward deployed forces needs to 

be balanced against the deterrent value of a visible US military presence in the Gulf. If friends and 

enemies no longer see US forces and operations, they may conclude that the Gulf governments 

are once again vulnerable to intimidation or outright threat and that the US is less likely to defend 

its interests and honor its security commitments in the region.

A paper titled “When will Iran Stop Being an ‘External Enemy’ in the Eyes of the Gulf States?” 

was presented by Dr. Özden Zeynep Oktav, Associate Professor at the Department of Political 

Science and International Relations, Yıldız Technical University Istanbul, Turkey. The paper argued 

that following the military presence of the United States in Iraq, the traditional balance of power 
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involving Iran, Iraq and Saudi Arabia was destroyed and it led to the creation of a power vacuum 

in the Gulf region. Thus, the artificial triangular comprising the US, Iran and Saudi Arabia enabled 

Iran to create a sphere of influence so as to instrumentalize the Iraqi Shiites and made the GCC 

countries vulnerable to Iranian pressure. Further, the paper analyzed the identity issue in the 

region as an example of the rise of Iran’s influence and the growing power of Iraq’s Shiite majority 

which might affect the delicate sectarian balance within the GCC. The paper also discussed Iran’s 

potential power to influence the Shiite population in the region which makes Iran a top priority 

threat to the vested interests of the Gulf Arab states. 

Dr. Birol Baskan from the Department of International Affairs at Qatar University in Doha 

presented a paper titled “Turkey-GCC Relations: Is there a Future?” This paper addressed the 

important question: Can Turkey play any role in the future Gulf security architecture? It argued 

that Turkey can make critical contributions to Gulf security in some important areas, such as 

in building effective state institutions and military training. More importantly, as the most likely 

regional hegemonic power in the near future, Turkey can help build institutional mechanisms to 

solve potential crises and thus alleviate the security dilemma of the GCC states vis-a-vis Iraq 

and Iran. However, Turkey still lacks the necessary resources to play that role, for which it has to 

develop a numerically and technologically superior military power and an effective international 

intelligence gathering system, and turn itself into a major energy transit point connecting the 

GCC states, Iraq, and Iran on the one hand with Europe.

Dr. Amy Kristine Holmes, Assistant Professor of Sociology at the American University in Cairo, 

presented a paper titled “Contradictions of the US Security Posture in the Gulf: Democratization 

and the Navy in Bahrain.” The paper analyzed the interface between democratization and US 

security relations with the Gulf. It began by briefly reviewing the ongoing debate over the future 

direction of US foreign policy in the region. While on the one hand some continue to support 

a large-scale US military presence in the Middle East coupled with a continued strategy of US 

primacy, others advocate a more modest security footprint and a return to off-shore balancing. In 

the second part of this paper, Bahrain was used as a case study in order to test the hypothesis that 

an American security commitment can provide the social stability necessary for democratization. 

Bahrain is an ideal choice for such an undertaking because it has hosted an American naval 

presence since 1949 – longer than any other country in the region – and also has a relatively long 

history of contentious politics. The paper focused on the initial wave of democratization in the 

1970s, when free elections installed the first Bahraini parliament. The empirical evidence provided 

was based on recently declassified archive documents and interviews with both US officials as 

well as key figures in the opposition movement. The paper illustrated that a return to off-shore 
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balancing in the Middle East may be an improvement over the strategy of primacy, but that it in 

no way guarantees stability or democratization, but may even be detrimental to both.

Qatar, as a small, rich, intrinsically weak but protected state in the Arabian Gulf has a gamut of 

issues to contend with, ranging from food security problems to population issues to hard security 

issues, said David B. Roberts of the University of Durham in UK in a paper on “Qatar as US-

Iranian Intermediary?” Of the potential problems on Qatar’s horizon, arguably Iran’s presumed 

attempts to acquire nuclear weapons loom largest. Both the US and particularly Israel appear 

to be unwilling to allow this to happen. Yet could Qatar offer its services as an intermediary? 

Not only does Qatar have recent experience – some of it very successful – of aiding in conflict 

resolution but also it has arguably the best relations with Iran of any Arab country, stemming 

largely from the exigencies of sharing the world’s largest gas field together. Furthermore, the 

paper pointed out, Qatar has tried to bring Iran in from the cold in recent times, including inviting 

them to the annual GCC meeting in 2007, unbeknownst to the other GCC members until the 

day before the event.

Dr. Pierre Razoux from NATO Defense College in Rome presented a paper on “How could the 

NATO’s Istanbul Cooperation Initiative Contribute to Establish a More Secured Environment 

in the Gulf?” The paper stated that now that the Istanbul Cooperation Initiative (ICI) is into its 

sixth year, it is time to draw up an initial balance sheet and envisage how the ICI, and NATO itself, 

could contribute to establish a more secured environment in the Gulf.  All the observers, experts, 

and authorities involved in ICI monitoring agree that the aims set in June 2004 have now been 

largely achieved, particularly in the field of military cooperation. It must be admitted, though, that 

the ICI’s objectives were very modest. The ICI’s greatest asset is the lack of any misperceptions 
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about its content and philosophy, the paper said. Each of the parties is fully aware of its practical 

scope and its limits. The aim is not to establish a dialogue between civilizations but to cooperate 

in rigorously defined technical areas. The paper said that the ability of the ICI to contribute to 

establishing a more secured environment in the Gulf will certainly depend on whatever offer 

NATO decides to put on the table.

In a paper titled “The Redundancy of the Strategic Containment of Iran,” Dr. Robert Johnson 

of Oxford University, UK, analyzed policies for the containment of Iran from the Revolution 

of 1979, the Iran-Iraq War 1980-88, the war in Iraq from 2003, to the most recent efforts, 

and argued that these ‘Cold War’ concepts of state containment and confrontation have been 

rendered redundant by a shift in the character of warfare itself. Changes in the character of 

warfare require a radical modification of the Cold War concept of containment. Gulf States 

will need to develop capabilities to deal with internal enemies and the lines of communication 

to their sponsors and backers. Proxy war, rather than conflict between states in a conventional 

sense, has a long history that predates the war in Iraq, but the fragmentation of Baghdad’s 

rule in 2003 may well be mirrored in other states in the region in the future. Long-running 

insurgencies threaten the Gulf States not just militarily, of course, but also economically and 

politically, adding imperatives for states outside of the region. 

Dr. Thomas R. Mattair, Executive Director of the Middle East Policy Council in Washington 

D.C. and Associate Editor of Middle East Policy, presented a paper on “US-GCC Relations in 

the Post-Iraq war era” wherein he argued that the United States should encourage a more 

significant multilateral GCC security framework, but maybe after first stabilizing Iraq and trying 

diplomacy with Iran. The Obama administration should talk to Iran about the entire range 

of differences between them, and not just the nuclear issue, and should find out if “win-win” 

agreements are possible. The paper said that the GCC states could help by recognizing that Iran 

has legitimate defensive needs like any other state. They should also be open to confidence-

building measures, compromises on maritime borders, and agreements on incidents at sea, 

while continuing with cooperation on non-traditional security issues like drug trafficking.

“Regional Security Models Proposed for the Gulf Region” was the paper presented by Dr. 

Ashraf Mohammed Kishk, Director of Diplomatic Center for Strategic Studies in Cairo. The 

paper argued that the chances of cooperative security (which is the main pillar of regional 

security) have given way to the strategic security of the “militarization of the region.” Imported 

security remains the main guarantor of stability in the Gulf, whether through the continuation 

of bilateral alliances with Western countries or with NATO through the Istanbul Cooperation 
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Initiative. Regardless of the nature of the regional security system proposed, the system should 

take the formula 6 +2 +1 – i.e. the six GCC countries, Iraq and Iran in addition to Yemen. 

The exclusion of any regional party from future security arrangements could undermine the 

concept of regional security. Furthermore, the paper recognized the need to move away from 

unilateral policies towards a unified Gulf approach toward Iran in order to achieve the concept 

of balance of power. 

Dr. Sanju Gupta, JDMC, University of Delhi, presented a paper on “Regime Instability in Iraq 

and the Geopolitics of Oil: Fallout for Asia’s Energy Security.” The paper stated that the power 

contest in the unfolding international scenario rests with the “economic” variable. The locus of 

global economic growth is rapidly shifting to Asia. This transition is led by China as well as India, 

who have propelled themselves onto a robust growth trajectory to be fuelled by affordable 

energy supplies. For countries whose economy is expected to grow at a brisk pace, the need 

for secure supplies and increasing access to energy is a critical necessity. It is in this context that 

the Gulf region, which is currently at the confluence of the most crucial trends of our times, 

assumes significance. Some of the world’s most serious issues like religious extremism, WMD 

proliferation, international terrorism, external intervention and regime instabilities have been 

plaguing the Gulf region. The paper attempted to delineate how the contemporary turbulence 

in Iraq has a bearing on the global oil geopolitics in general and the Asian energy security of 

supply in particular.

“Iran and the Bomb: A Policy of Counter-productive Rationality” presented by Dr. Juha Mäkelä 

of the Department of Strategic and Defence Studies at the Finnish National Defence University 

dealt with security concerns arising from Iran’s ambitions connected to the country’s covert 
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nuclear program. It elaborated on the discourse on the subject between the international 

community and Iran’s leadership.  As a counterweight to the discourse on the effects of economic 

sanctions, the main focus, as a hypothesis, lies on the existence of Iran’s covert nuclear weapons 

program. The paper offered an analogy of secret nuclear weapons projects by weighing various 

alternatives, including the use of military force, their advantages and disadvantages, and complex 

alliances and interdependencies for and against Iran.

In a paper on “The Geo-strategic Dilemma of Kuwait in the Context of the Gulf Regional 

Security Complex” Radhika Lakshminarayanan from Indian English Academy School examined 

the critical security deficits of Kuwait. The paper tried to elucidate and evaluate the Kuwaiti 

security culture and practices that have been adopted as responses to the evolving geo-security 

environment in the region. It also examined the Iranian nuclear and missile proliferation 

dynamics in the context of the counter-ideological appeal and its clear and present danger to 

Kuwait. Finally, it assessed the prognostic trends and pathways of Kuwaiti responses to these 

issues, challenges and threats.

Workshop Director Profiles 

Dr. Mustafa Alani

Dr. Mustafa Alani is a Senior Advisor at the GRC and Program Director in Security and Terrorism 

Studies. He is also an Associate Fellow at the Royal United Services Institute for Defence and 

Security Studies in the United Kingdom. His research focuses on security developments in the 

Gulf region, with particular emphasis on Iraq and Iran, and on Islamist terrorist organizations and 

fundamentalist groups. Since 1988, Dr. Alani has acted as consultant and advisor to numerous 

official and non-governmental institutions, and has spoken in front of the House of Commons on 

a number of issues. He is the author of Operation VANTAGE: British Military Intervention in Kuwait 

(London: LAAM, 1990); co-author of Saudi Arabia : The Threat from Within, Jane’s Intelligence Review 

(no. 12), of Jane’s Sentinel Annual Report on Saudi Arabia (1996), and of The Future of Iraqi Oil 

(New Venture Guide) (Robertson Research International, 1998). He has also authored numerous 

articles and reports on security developments in Iraq, Iran and the GCC. He holds a PhD in 

Politics from the University of Exeter, an MA in International Relations from Keele University and 

a BA in Politics from the University of Baghdad.

Prof. Salih Al-Mani

Prof. Al-Mani holds a B.A. Degree in Political Science (1973), a Master’s Degree in Political Science 

from the University of California (1976) and a Ph.D. with honours in International Relations from 
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the University of Southern California (1981). His area of expertise revolves around the EU, theories 

and research methodologies in International Relations, the Middle East and Political Economy. 

Among his publications are The Euro-Arab Dialogue: A Study in Associative Diplomacy (1984) as well as 

a series of articles and research papers including Possibilities and Mechanisms for Building Trust in the 

Arabian Gulf at the Security and Military Levels (2001); Reflections on Tolerance and Arab-Islamic Societies, 

in L. Eudora Pettigrew, ed., Universities and Their Role in World Peace (2002); and The Search for 

an Optimal Gulf Security Regime from a Gulf Perspective, in Christian Koch, ed., EU-GCC Relations and 

Security Issues: Broadening the Horizon (2008). 

Workshop 7 Papers

Kristian Coates Ulrichsen, LSE Kuwait Research Programme
” The Challenge of Transtition: Gulf Security in the Twenty-First Century”

Judith Yaphe, National Defense University
“After Saddam: Restoring Balance in the Gulf”

Pierre Razoux, NATO Defense College
“What future for the NATO Istanbul Cooperation Initiative within the Gulf area?”

Thomas Mattair, Middle East Policy Council
“US-GCC Relations in the Post-Saddam Era:  An Enduring Partnership for Regional Stability?”

Sanju Gupta, JDMC, University of Delhi
“Regime Instability in Iraq and the Geo-Politics of Oil: Fall out for Asia’s Energy Security”

Juha Mäkelä, National Defence University
“Iran and the bomb: a policy of counter-productive rationality”

Ashraf Kishk, Cairo University
“Regional Security Models Proposed for the Gulf Region”
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Birol Baskan, Qatar University
“Turkey-GCC Relations: Is there a Future?”

Abdulkhaleq Abdulla, UAE University
“Regional Relationship and Prospect For Conflict Management in the Gulf”

David Roberts, Durham University
“Qatar as US-Iranian intermediary”

Robert Johnson, University of Oxford
 “The Redundancy of the Strategic Containment of Iran”

Amy Kristine Holmes, American University in Cairo
“Contradictions of the US Security Posture in the Gulf:  Democratization and the Navy in Bahrain” 

Özden Zeynep Oktav, Yıldız Technical University
“When will Iran Stop Being an ‘External Enemy’ in the Eyes of the Gulf States? A Turkish 
Perspective”

Radhika Lakshminarayanan, Indian English Academy School
“ The Geo-strategic Dilemma of Kuwait in the Context of the Gulf Regional Security Complex”
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Workshop 8: The Governance of Higher Education in the Gulf 
Cooperation Council Region

The impressive expansion of higher education opportunities in the Gulf Cooperation Council 

(GCC) member states over the last two decades is well reflected in the systemic heterogeneity 

that currently characterizes higher education systems across the region. Higher education systems 

include a wide variety of public and private institutions, as well as a range of undergraduate 

and technical institutions, geared towards academic and vocational aspirations. Within this larger 

context, the trend towards privatization and Americanization of higher education systems in 

the GCC region has been most noticeable. Some analysts have pointed out that this expansion 

should be understood within the larger geopolitical reconfigurations that have taken place in the 

Gulf since the end of the Cold War and the collapse of the USSR in the late 1980s-early 1990s. 

Within this broader context, the reconfiguration of the higher education landscapes in the GCC 

region play an important role in consolidating the emerging position of power of the Gulf states 

within the region and in relation to the Arab world more generally. Yet, the transformation of 

GCC higher education systems into regional hubs – both in relation to incoming students and to 

prospective faculty members who immigrate into the region – also means greater competition 

between and, in the case of the UAE, within GCC states.

Underpinning the expansion of GCC higher education opportunities is the shift from a continental 

model of higher education governance, which largely replicated the structure of Egyptian public 

universities, to a variety of models of governance in which state and non-state actors have 

become increasingly involved in the development of higher education venues along different 

specializations. In the smaller Gulf states, this change is well reflected in a retreat of the state from 

founding public universities directly, shifting part of their policy efforts and funding resources to 

private and quasi-private entities and agencies. This policy approach has been most noticeable, 

Prof. André Elias 

Mazawi

University of British 

Columbia

Prof. Ronald G. Sultana 

University of Malta
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for instance, in the Sultanate of Oman, Kuwait, and in the United Arab Emirates, where private 

and corporate enterprise in the field of higher education underpins much of the expansion in 

higher education opportunities. In these countries, the state assumes a more regulative posture, 

particularly regarding outreach universities, whether at the graduate or undergraduate level. In 

contrast, higher education expansion in Saudi Arabia follows a somewhat different path, with the 

state remaining deeply involved in the funding and operation of public higher education venues, 

such as universities, while regulating the emergence of different types of undergraduate colleges 

dubbed as ‘community institutions’. 

One of the central issues that have been left out in the larger discussion on GCC higher 

education, concerns the impact this expansion has on the national and regional systems of 

governance regulating the field of higher education. Many questions arise at this junction, offering 

an opportunity to deepen our understanding and knowledge of the current possibilities and 

challenges that face higher education governance in the GCC region.

To discuss the above issues, the workshop brought together research papers that delved into the 

various aspects of higher education governance. The contributions offered a set of critical insights 

into the different factors that shape decision-making processes both internally, and in relation to 

the state and outside publics and stakeholders. Each presentation was followed by a discussant 

who helped identify the major issues at stake and the questions that need to be engaged.

The workshop started with Ronald Sultana’s critical introduction of the possible approaches to the 

notion of higher education governance. Sultana reviewed studies undertaken in various contexts 

around the world in terms of elucidating trends in governance research and its implications for 

a study of GCC higher education governance. The presentation was followed by André Mazawi’s 

note on the complexities involved in approaching higher education governance in the GCC 

region. Mazawi’s presentation emphasized the centrality of the political economy prevalent in 

the GCC region, as well as geopolitical dynamics in terms of understanding the forces that shape 

higher education governance in the region.

The first two papers focused on the intersections between accreditation, quality control and higher 

education governance. Neema Noori (from the University of Georgia) presented his paper entitled 

“Overlapping Spheres of Governance: Accreditation Agencies and American-style Universities in 
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the Middle East,” in which he discussed the contradictory forces that operate between home 

and outreach institutions of higher education in terms of the way they engage demands placed 

on students, faculty and on teaching. Samia Costandi (Ahliya University) expanded the discussion 

by offering a critique of quality control policies and how they infuse a managerialist relationship 

between academics and the larger university. In her paper entitled “Academic Governance in 

Bahrain: Quality Control versus Intellectual Integrity and Academic Freedom,” Costandi offered 

the audience an important engagement with the work of Edward W. Said and the relevance of his 

work to our understanding of the politics of higher education governance.

The intersection between higher education governance and citizenship was the focal point of the 

next set of papers. In a paper entitled “Higher Education for Global Citizenship in the Arabian 

Gulf – a Regional Approach?” Sally Findlow (Keele University) discussed the contours of a model 

that would help us approach the central issues of higher education in the GCC region. Central to 

her reflection is a concern for an approach to higher education governance in the GCC region 

that would link academic culture and the broader politics of the state and of community-based 

groups and agenda. Pushing further, Bryan Gopaul and Nadeem Memon (both from the University 

of Toronto) presented their paper, “Enacting Institutional Missions: The Relationship between 

Institutional Aims of Global Citizenship Education and Curricular Priorities in the GCC.” In this 
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paper, Gopaul and Memon presented their findings of private and public universities in the UAE 

in terms of how they articulate conceptions of ‘global citizenship’ within their curricula.

How is the governance of GCC higher education institutions affected by policy initiatives and 

internationalization? This aspect of the workshop’s proceedings was addressed by four papers. 

The first, by Hajra Waheed (McGill University), offered a critique of neoliberal policies that 

underpin the expansion of for-profit higher education institutions in the UAE. In a paper entitled 

“Neoliberalism and Higher Education: A Case Study of Dubai’s International Academic City,” 

Waheed offered a sustained deconstruction of the contradictions and tensions associated with 

such endeavors. The second paper, presented by Mary Catharine Lennon (University of Toronto), 

was entitled “Breaking the Mould: A Gulf State Model of Cross-border Higher Education.” In this 

paper, Lennon attempted to explore the contours of a conceptual model which would direct 

attention to the multifaceted aspects associated with cross-border education, and their cultural, 

economic and political implications. The third paper was presented by Jason Lane (University of 

New York at Albany), entitled “International Branch Campuses in the GCC: Governing Locally 

or Globally.” In his paper, Lane showed how international branch campuses end up developing 

differential modes of governance that are shaped at the juncture of local and global contexts. The 

fourth and last paper, presented by Torsten Brandenburg (University of Mainz), explored “The 
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Political Economy of Internationalization of Higher Education in the Sultanate of Oman.” In his 

paper, Brandenburg presented the findings of his fieldwork, showing how the distinction between 

national and other public/private institutions reproduces socioeconomic distinctions between 

diverse constituencies, offering differential opportunity structures to different groups in Oman.

In addition to the presenting contributors, the workshop was extremely well attended throughout 

the three days.  A number of doctoral students, as well as high profile academics and administrators 

from various GCC universities actively participated in and contributed to the deliberations and 

discussions.

Workshop Director Profiles 

Prof. André Elias Mazawi

André Elias Mazawi is associate professor in the Department of Educational Studies at the 

University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC, Canada. He is also an associate fellow at the Euro-

Mediterranean Centre for Educational Research at the University of Malta.

Prof. Ronald G. Sultana 

Ronald Sultana is a professor in the Department of Education Studies at the University of Malta, 
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where he also leads the Euro-Mediterranean Centre for Educational Research. He is the founding 

editor of the Mediterranean Journal of Educational Studies.

Workshop 8 Papers

Ala Al Hamarneh, University of Mainz	
“Knowledge economy versus education outlets – Rethinking the internationalization models of 

higher education in the GCC”

Neema Noori, University of West Georgia	
“Overlapping Spheres of Governance: Accredidation Agencies and American-style Universities in 

the Middle East”

Samia Costandi, Ahliya University	
“Academic Governance in Bahrain: Quality Control versus Intellectual Integrity and Academic 

Freedom”

Jason Lane, University of New York at Albany	
“International Branch Campuses in the GCC: Governing Locally or Globally”
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Torsten Brandenburg, University of Mainz	
“The Political Economy of Internationalization Models of Higher Education in Oman”

Mary Catharine Lennon, University of Toronto	
“Breaking the Mould: A Gulf State Model of Cross-Border Higher Education”

Sally Findlow, Keele University	
“Higher Education for Global Citizenship in the Arab Gulf?”

Hajira Waheed, McGill University	
“Neoliberalism and Higher Education: A Case of Dubai’s International Academic City”

Bryan Gopaul (co-author Nadeem Memon), University of Toronto
“ Enacting Institutional Missions: The Relionship between Institutional Aims of Global Citizenship 

Education and Curricular Priorities in the GCC”
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Workshop 9: Environmental Policies in the Gulf

One of the main goals for this workshop was to explore the various environmental policies in the 

Gulf, and how these policies will impact sustainable development. In a paper entitled “Summary 

of Environmental Policy in Oil and Gas Companies, Yemen” Adil Al-Hababy and Abdul Wahab 

Al-Zubairi examined Yemen’s environmental challenges, including institutional and regulatory 

provisions. They also focused on the control of environmental pollution by oil companies in 

Yemen, which is very difficult given the socio-economic and political conditions in the country. 

They reflected on the situation in the GCC, where oil is the main source of income and there 

is a tendency to relax some regulations since the would-be polluter is the regulator. The paper 

reviewed the existing management framework for environment pollution control in the oil 

industry and the applicability of national and international environmental policy guidelines in oil 

and gas companies in Yemen. It argued the need for adoption by oil companies of a new approach 

to environmental standards, planning and legislation in Yemen, and proposed clear solutions that 

can improve the formulation and implementation of environmental policy in Yemen. 

Green Technology was also discussed in a paper by Nilly Kamal.  After an illustration of GT trends 

in the world, indicating Germany as the leading country in this field, Kamal indicated that in the 

GCC there are many initiatives at the country level, especially in UAE and KSA. However, on 

the regional level, there are no GCC initiatives. The GCC charter does not have environmental 

cooperation as a basic objective. She stated the challenges and proposed solutions starting from 

R&D and knowledge building at the regional level, and ending with establishing an authority on 

renewable energy, for both use and produce.

Jim Krane from the University of Cambridge presented a paper on the Political and Strategic 

Rationale for Energy Diversification in the UAE. He presented future plans for energy sources and 

management in the emirate of Abu Dhabi, including solar, wind, hydrogen, and nuclear in addition 

to the traditional fossil fuels. Then he focused on nuclear energy and posed several hypotheses 
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about the regime’s potential to benefit from nuclear technology He said these benefits offered 

an additional rationale for Abu Dhabi’s investment in nuclear energy, although it is not currently 

competitive in cost compared with fossil fuels. The thesis stirred a lot of debate and most agreed 

that most of these hypotheses are speculative and need to be tested with more observations in 

the future.

A pressing issue facing the GCC is that of water resources, and how best to sustainably manage 

the limited amounts of water in the region. Waled Al-Zubairi from the Arabian Gulf University 

focused on such issues in his paper “Alternative Water Policies in the GCC.” After a presentation 

on the sources and uses of water, the problems and challenges faced in the management of water 

resources and the efforts being made in water resources management in the GCC, he presented 

alternative water policies and showed that the water sector even at his best performance and 

using all the available tools would not be able to achieve any water sustainability for the GCC, 

for all the driving forces of the water sector are located outside its domain of management and 

control.  

The issue of water as a resource was continued with a case study on the situation in Singapore, 

which provides a good example for the GCC to consider. Faith Hu’s Paper was on water scarcity, 

and her presentation included the key water issues in the GCC, i.e., water security vs. food 
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security; water pricing, and privatization. She also presented Singapore’s experience in water 

management, exploring the feasibility and repercussions of the transposition of water management 

policies. She emphasized environmental education and awareness to be a major cornerstone to 

solve the issue of water scarcity.

From water the discussion moved on to food, with food security being the topic of the 

workshop’s next paper. Salma Bani from the Ministry of Municipalities and Agricultural Affairs 

in Bahrain presented a paper on the impact of Climate Change on Food Security with special 

reference to Bahrain’s Sustainable Agricultural Development. She started with a definition of 

what is meant by food security, and she gave a brief account on the conditions of agriculture in 

Bahrain. She used food security as a conceptual framework to evaluate how government food 

policy interacts with the local food systems to produce food security and analyzed the impact of 

these policies on sustainable agricultural development and highlighted the main achievements in 

terms of enhancing the level of food self-sufficiency.  After a discussion on the issue of agricultural 

production and climate change, she outlined a strategic option for sustained agricultural growth 

and increased food productivity. Also, she presented her thesis that Bahrain should concentrate 

its production on crops that the country has a comparative advantage in and adopt modern 

agricultural techniques, such as hydroponics.

One of the main themes of the workshop, that of Environmental policies in the Gulf was then 

discussed. Bringing together a lot of what was previously discussed, Mohammed Abdel Raouf 

focused on the use of Economic Instruments in Environmental Policies. His introduction covered 

policy failures and market failures in the environmental field, and then he illustrated the differences 

between Command-and-Control and Economic Instruments and gave examples on each. He 

indicated the importance of designing a policy mix of CAC and EI and to be supported by 

awareness and education. 

Then came the discussion of how to implement environmental sustainability in the decision 

making process. Kassem El-Saddik discussed this in his paper which sought to explore how to 

integrate environmental aspects in the decision making process in the GCC. He highlighted 

the institutional and legal frameworks of the widely known tool, namely Environmental Impact 

Assessment and described its scope – mostly limited to project level. He then discussed 

the potential to take a further step to mainstream environmental assesment within sectoral 
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policies and plans by proposing SEA (Strategic Environmental Assessment). Though strategic 

environmental assessment can take different shapes, Kassem advocated for the EIA-based SEA 

to be implemented immediately in GCC to address the escalating environmental pressures, and 

showcased Abu Dhabi’s pioneering initiative to legislate SEA.

Oman’s environmental policies were discussed by Mohammed AlKalbani from the Ministry of 

Environment and Climate Affairs. His paper focused on the Sultanate’s efforts in environmental 

management and protection, and indicated the main challenges faced, which included, the shortage 

of staff and capacity building.

One of the most interesting aspects about this workshop was the diversity of the countries that 

the participants came from. While there was a strong contingent of participants from the Gulf, 

contributions from Singapore also helped explore environmental policies in other parts of the 

world. The workshop also had a contribution from Malaysia, with Azhan Bin Hasan and Hezlina 

Mohd Hashim from the Universiti Teknologi and Petronas respectfully. Their paper entitled 

“Realigning Ecological Needs And Economic Growth to Formulate Environmental Policy For the 

Gulf States” examined and analyzed the ecologically sustainable policy for the benefits of local 

population. The use of nature as a policy tool will make the society internalize their own interest 

to address the concern for biodiversity conservation as a component of development strategy.
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Finally the workshop was concluded with a paper by Ulrich Malessa on the role of the GCC in 

the global timber trade. He indicated that the GCC is becoming an important timber consuming 

region and they have a role and responsibility to play to join the international community to 

tackle illegal timber trade. He clarified different international players around the world in illegal 

timber trade and the GCC position and what can be done to stop or limit such illegal trade.

The main conclusion of the workshop is that effective and updated environmental policy is 

very crucial for sustainable development. There is big room for improvement of environmental 

policies in the GCC countries to cope with the new environmental threats and changes in the 

international arena.

Workshop Director Profiles 

Dr. Mohammed Raouf 

Dr. Mohammad Aly Raouf Abdul-Hamid is a Program Manager - Environment Research at 

the GRC and the Secretary-General of the Egyptian Forum on Environment and Sustainable 

Development. Prior to holding this position, he worked as a freelance consultant and lecturer in 

Environmental Accounting and Economics at the Environmental Institute at Ain Shams University 

in Cairo, Egypt, where he participated in a number of conferences and consultancy projects. He 

has also served as a consultant in the Government of Egypt’s Ministry of Industry and a financial 

analyst for the Badr Petrolreum Company (BAPETCO). Dr. Raouf has authored a number of 

articles on environmental accounting, contracting and decision-making for publications both in 

Egypt and elsewhere, and has also submitted a number of conference papers on similar subjects. 

He received his doctorate in Environmental Sciences from Ain Shams University in October 2003 

and has since participated in a number of training courses in economics, accounting, business 

administration and environmental sciences.

Dr. Waleed Khalil Al-Zubari

Dr. Waleed Khalil Al-Zubari currently holds the position of professor in the Desert and Arid 

Zones Sciences Program, College of Graduate Studies, Arabian Gulf University (AGU). He has 

published more than 45 papers in refereed journals, conferences and seminars in the fields of 

Groundwater resources development, management, and planning, use of numerical modeling in 

the assessment, development, and management of groundwater system, and geostatistical mapping 

methods applied to groundwater hydrology and pollution, and stochastic groundwater modeling. 

He has also initiated and conducted a number of training courses at AGU. Dr.  Al-Zubari is 
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the Editor-in-Chief of the regional Arabian Gulf Journal of Scientific Research (AGJSR) since 

September 2006, and he serves as a referee for many regional and international journals. Dr. Al-

Zubari served as a member of the UNESCO’s Theme Advisory Board (TAB) for the International 

Hydrology Program, IHP-VI, Paris (2002-2007), and is serving now as a member of the Global 

Working Group for UNESCO’s Water Education. Dr. Al-Zubari has been active in the Water 

Science and Technology Association (WSTA), a Water-related NGO organization in the GCC 

countries, and has made contributions to the water scientific committee, as he served as the 

Chairman of the Scientific Committees of the WSTA Third (Oman, 1997), Fourth (Bahrain, 1999), 

Fifth (Qatar, 2001), and Seventh (Kuwait, 2005) Gulf Water Conferences. He was elected as the 

president of the WSTA (2001-2003), and he chaired the WSTA Sixth Gulf Water Conference held 

in Riyadh in 2003.

Workshop 9 Papers

Nilly Kamal Elamir, University of Cairo
“Investing in the Green Technology: Future Scenario for Improving Environment in the Gulf States”

Azhan Bin Hasan (co-author Hezlina Mohd Hashim), Universiti Teknologi, Petronas
“Realigning Ecological Needs and Economic Growth to Formulate Environmental Policies for the 

Gulf Countries”
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Ulrich Malessa, UICN Sur, Ecuador
“The role of the Gulf Region in a responsible global timber trade”

Faith Hu, Singapore Management University
“Water scarcity in the Middle East: From human rights to regional integration”

Salma Bani, Agricultural Economist, Bahrain
“The impact of Climate Change on Food Security with special reference to Bahrain: Sustainable 

Agricultural Development”

Mohammed A. Raouf, Gulf Research Center
“The Use of Economic Instruments in Environmental Policies”

Mohammed AlKalbani, Ministry of Environment and Climate Affairs, Oman
“Environmental Policies and Legislations in the Sultanate of Oman towards Sustainable 

Development”

Abdulwahab Al-Zubairi, (co-author Adil Al-Hababy - Hodeidah University) Safer 
Exploration Production Oil Company, Yemen
“Summary of Environmental Policy for Oil and Gas Companies in Yemen”

Kassem H. El Saddik, The Executive Council
“Integrating environmental sustainability in decision-making in the Arabian Gulf States: SEA as a 

policy tool”

Jim Krane, University of Cambridge
“Energy conservation options for the GCC governments”

Walid Al-Zubari,  Arabian Gulf University 
“Alternative Water Policies in the GCC”
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Workshop 10: EU-GCC Relations 

The aim of the workshop was to explore the interaction between the EU and the GCC, both 

significant global actors with enormous economic and financial weight. While GCC-EU relations 

might, therefore, be seen as an attempt at cooperating in managing global issues through such 

mutually beneficial issues as trade, investment, energy, development and even Gulf and regional 

security, they have proved to be limited. In some ways the GCC and the EU appear to be growing 

apart, and the gap between them widening, at least at the institutional level.  

After an introduction by Abdullah Baabood, sessions were held on three closely inter-related 

themes, the economic relationship, the wider political framework and the security interaction. 

Abdullah Baabood suggested that a new paradigm in EU-GCC relations was emerging after 

a period of missed opportunities. The EU-GCC Action Plan announced in June 2010 was in 

part compensation for the failure to agree on a free trade agreement after two decades of 

negotiation. The relationship appears to have developed in waves of mutual dependence but 

divergent priorities: the demand for oil has ebbed and flowed and prices have been volatile; while 

Europe has been preoccupied with enlargement and constitutional change, China’s demand for 

oil has constantly increased and the Gulf States, especially Saudi  Arabia, have invested heavily in 

both their own infrastructure and overseas (especially the Mediterranean and Europe itself), with 

Saudi Arabia becoming one of the G20. Europe had become much more the demandeur both in 

terms of energy and security concerns.

Two papers looked at the EU-GCC free trade agreement. The paper by Selen Guerin and 

Consuelo Pacchioli, presented by the latter, looked at the potential effects of the free trade 

agreement on non-oil trade. In a rigorous economic analysis which used both contemporary 
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methodologies1 and a comparison with the potential realized in other free trade agreements 

negotiated by the EU, the authors’ findings were that, even if  the forming of the GCC and later 

the customs union had had a positive impact on EU-GCC trade, over the longer run, the GCC 

countries had not enjoyed an above average trade among EU trade partners. However, their 

benchmarking exercise suggested that GCC countries could expect a significant increase in 

trade with EU when or if an FTA was signed.

Anja Zorob, however, projecting Putnam’s two level game approach2 to a third inter-bloc level 

between the domestic and the international, looked at the FTA negotiations themselves and the 

reasons for their prolongation. The GCC had suspended the negotiations in 2008 ostensibly on the 

basis that the EU had continuously introduced new issues into the negotiations. She hypothesized 

that, while the EU had narrowed down the issues on which it saw advantage (beyond trade, to 

services and public procurement on which the GCC countries had not yet reached agreement 

among themselves), the GCC’s expectations had widened, with the added experience and technical 

 1Such as Baier, Scott L., and Jeffrey H. Bergstrand, 2004. “Economic Determinants of Free Trade Agreements,” Journal 
of International Economics 64 (1), 29--63.

 2Robert D. Putnam. “Diplomacy and Domestic Politics: The Logic of Two-Level Games.” International Organization. 
42 (Summer 1988).  
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expertise gained through negotiations 

with other countries. There remained an 

institutional mismatch between the EU 

and GCC, but critical were the remaining 

conflicting interests within both the EU and 

the GCC. 

Within the framework of the EU-GCC 

relationship, Vrushal Ghoble focused on 

energy issues. He, too, pointed out that 

while the EU might be seeking to diversify 

its energy sources, the Gulf States were 

increasingly attracted by Asian markets. But 

at the same time Europe is suffering from 

significant divisions – not least over Russian 

gas and its delivery and over alternative 

sources - its energy needs are growing 

and the Gulf remains a critically important 

source. Whatever leverage the EU enjoys in the GCC market for its exports, its energy needs 

need to be set against the broader more global demands.

Erwin Nierop examined the GCC’s proposed Monetary Union in the light of any lessons to be 

drawn from Europe’s Monetary Union. Perhaps the delays already announced in the creation 

of the GMU were not particularly surprising insofar as it had taken the Europeans some 13 

years actually to realize EMU, with seven of those required to meet the economic and legal 

convergence deemed to be necessary. In addition to such criteria, he saw a number of essential 

conditions designed to remove prohibitive obstacles which included a strong legal framework 

that determined the role not only of a Gulf Central Bank (GCB) but national central banks, an 

institutional framework that allowed for the GCB to be independent of its members in determining 

exchange rates etc. while retaining transparency and maintaining the overall goal of financial stability. 

 

The broader political dimensions of the EU-GCC were discussed in papers presented by 

Radoslaw Bania and Engy Mansy. Both focused on the obstacles to closer cooperation. Despite 
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its aspirations towards, for example, 

monetary union, the GCC as yet had few 

of the supranational properties of the 

EU. Nor had the customs union yet been 

completed and its implications realized 

by all GCC members. The institutional 

mismatch between negotiators also made 

for obstacles in this long-running bloc-

to-bloc leading to a conclusion that the 

dialogue had not provided a framework for 

improving relations – at least as yet. This 

was particularly the case in the security 

relationship where improvements in EU-

NATO-GCC relations were in part a 

function of the GCC’s relationship with the 

United States. It was also more fundamentally 

a function of the relationship of individual 

GCC states with EU member states as well 

as with the United States. But it was also the 

case that the EU was unrealistic – at least 

in its rhetoric – about human rights and issues of governance and, as in its relations with other 

MENA countries, its expectations of the GCC states’ willingness and capacity for political change. 

The EU’s emphasis on conditionality and lack of consistency in policy priorities towards the 

MENA region meant that both authors saw the need for greater coherence on the part of the EU. 

 

The issue of the GCC and its neighborhood was taken up by Riccardo Dugulin. Once again 

the question was posed as to whether there were lessons for the GCC from the experience 

of the EU in terms of its Neighbourhood Policy. Individual GCC states have been increasingly 

active in the Gulf and Middle East – in part because of the immediacy of various crises in the 

region – Iraq, Iran, Yemen as well as Israel/Palestine. But the issues this gives rise to include: the 

extent to which and how the GCC together can be more effective than its individual members; 

the common framework required for a Gulf Neighborhood Policy; and the specificities of 

such a Policy given the need for differentiating between relationships with different neighbors. 
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In this context, Valeria Piacentini Fiorani raised the question not simply of the EU-GCC context of a 

common neighborhood but of bilateral relationships many of which still seemed to dominate. She 

also raised the particular role of Turkey and its re-structuring of its relations with its non-European 

neighbors. Abdullah Baabood also raised the question of a broader relationship between Europe and 

the Gulf and other Arab states through the Arab League, including the Greater Arab Free Trade Area 

(GAFTA), particularly in view of the impossibility of extending the Euro-Med relationship to the Gulf.  

 

Nursin Guney and Visne Korkmaz focused on European security concerns and their ramifications 

for the GCC in their joint paper. With its policy of a Common Security and Defense Policy, 

Europe had an opportunity to redefine its approach to security and crisis management. 

Circumstances since the invasions of Afghanistan and Iraq and with the assertiveness of Iran 

were very different in the region. Europe faced a particularly difficult dilemma in trying to balance 

its interests in the stability and security of the region with its more normative approach towards 

democratization and the protection of human rights and coming up with a coherent policy. 

 

Dario Cristiani explored more deeply the issue of nuclear proliferation and EU-Gulf relations, 

seeing it as a case of Civilian Power – in this case both the EU and the GCC - facing ‘hard’ security 

issues. The EU has long pursued non-proliferation of WMDs as a key policy (as declared, for 

example, in the European Security Strategy of 2003), even if seemingly accepting Israel’s adoption of 

nuclear weapons while condemning Iran’s efforts to acquire that capability. But the new geopolitical 
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dynamics such factors introduce logically suggest a strategic interdependence between Europe and 

the GCC countries, but there appears to be remarkably limited debate so far between the two. 

In the discussion, Francis Baert, took up the issue of the mismatch of institutional and political 

structures between the EU and its member states and the Gulf and its members. If the former is 

a highly institutionalized, bureaucratized system, it was in stark contrast to the networked system 

of the Gulf dominated by individual leaders. Given the very different demands on societies and 

its structures posed by the risks of terrorism, migration, trafficking, the environment etc, a highly 

flexible yet coordinated response was needed which posed particular problems for both Europe 

and the Gulf. 

Workshop Director Profiles 

Dr. Geoffrey Edwards

Dr. Geoffrey Edwards is a Reader in European Studies and holds a Jean Monnet chair in Political 

Science. He is a Fellow of Pembroke College, Cambridge, where he is also a Graduate Tutor. 

He has held research posts at the Foreign and Commonwealth Office and a number of other 

institutions including the Federal Trust and Chatham House. He specialises in the European Union, 

its institutions and its foreign and security policies. In the Centre he teaches courses on European 

Security and Foreign Policy and on the Politics of European Integration. He has also taught on the 

papers on European integration and British politics at undergraduate level. His recent publications 

have focused on the EU’s foreign policy with articles on European security culture, the EU’s 

foreign policy and the impact of the new Member States, on the EU’s Neighbourhood Policy, 

on EU-Gulf relations and on the EU Counter-terrorist policies - the last in a special issue of the 

Journal of Common Market Studies in January 2008.

Dr. Abdullah Baabood

Dr.  Abdullah Baabood is the director of the Gulf Research Centre at the University of Cambridge. 

Abdullah graduated with a Master’s in Business Administration, a Master’s in International 

Relations as well as a Ph.D. in International Relations from the University of Cambridge. Dr. 

Baabood has a general interest in International Politics and Economics, particularly in the areas 

of globalization and regionalism. His research interests also focus on the GCC states’ economic, 

social and political development and GCC’s external relations. He has published, presented and 

attended several International seminars and workshops on these topics. Dr. Baabood is a member 

of a number of academic and professional bodies and holds board memberships for several 

business organizations and committees. 
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Workshop 10 Papers 

Valeria Piacentini (co-author Valeria Centinaro), Università Cattolica del Sacro 
Cuore
“The Gulf: Ankara’s Asiatic Role - The Cultural-Factor and Political and Social Reformulations”

Vrushal Ghoble, Jawaharlal Nehru University
‘EU – GCC Energy Trade: Prospects and Challenges’

Radoslaw Bania, University of Lodz
“EU-GCC Relations: Do they really need each other?”

Riccardo Dugulin, Sciences Po
“What Neighbourhood Policy for the GCC?”

Francis Baert, United Nations University
“The European Union and the Gulf Cooperation Council: the security dimension”

Anja Zorob, Otto Suhr Institute for Political Science, Free University of Berlin
EU-GCC Free Trade Negotiations: A Never-ending Story?

Dario Cristiani, King’s College, University of London
“Nuclear Proliferation and EU-GCC Relations”

Engy Mansy, School of Oriental and African Studies
“EU-GCC Political Relations:  And so the story goes on…”

Nursin Guney (co-author Visne Korkmaz), Yildiz Technical University
“Different Worlds? Different Words? Regional Security Concerns of the EU and Ramifications for 

the GCC”

Consuelo Pacchioli, Center for European Policy Studies
“The Potential of an EU-GCC FTA:  A Benchmarking Exercise”

Erwin Nierop, European Central Bank
“The GCC’s Monetary Union: Lessons from the EU”
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Workshop 11: Gulf- China Relations 

Scholars, practitioners from different countries and disciplines discussed issues related to 

economic relations, China’s policies to the GCC, the bilateral relationship between China and 

the Gulf States and the implications of Chinese growing presence on the third party. Energy and 

petrochemical trade and cooperation are the key cementing China-Gulf relations. The Gulf region 

is a vital source for China’s growing oil demand, yet, it is not the only major one. Driven by two 

key measures taken by Chinese government: ‘easier access to oil’ and ‘keep away from oil,’ Angola 

and Sudan have become China’s main energy suppliers. However, the GCC would be the main 

supplier for China in the future because the Gulf States would have much more spare capacities 

than other producers. In the coming years, China would be one of most important markets for 

Gulf investors. Yet, the most challenging barrier is the lack of knowledge of Chinese bureaucratic 

process involved in investment procedures and the networks of relationships within the Chinese 

system involving politicians, bureaucrats and senior company executives. On Chinese investment 

in the GCC, it is insignificant and mainly involved in contracting work. 

Four factors would have implications on China-Gulf relations in the future, namely, the ‘no historical 

baggage’ factor, the ‘no political’ factor, the ‘mutual dependence’ factor and the credibility factor. 

Due to pros and cons of each factor, China should not overplay them. China’s economic presence 

hurts the local traditional industries. In Iran, China’s presence has caused some social concerns 

from the grassroots level. The inflow of cheap Chinese products has significant impacts on Iran’s 

traditional handicraft, textile and other manufacturing sectors.

The US factor is an important factor affecting China’s policies to the Gulf, as well as the Middle 

East. China’s foreign policies are prioritized on major powers and neighboring powers. With the 

domestic issues and pressures, it had neither the capacities nor willingness to challenge the US 

hegemony in the region. Yet, the changes in the international system, the global economic downturn, 

the improving relations between China and the US, and the growing calls for China to share more 
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international responsibilities provide 

an opportunity for China and the 

US to cooperate on the Middle East 

affairs. On China-Saudi relations, there 

is significant progress. Despite the fact 

that diplomatic ties between the two 

countries were established late, there 

is no doubt that China places much 

importance on them. This is reflected 

in the fact that Saudi Arabia is the only 

country enjoying strategic partnership 

with China. Although oil is the driving 

force defining the bilateral relations, it 

seems that both governments are determined to develop the relations beyond oil. On China-Iran 

relations, it is the international setting that pushes China and Iran to form a strong relationship 

because the two countries do not complement each other. Despite the shared historical and 

political affinities, China-Iran relationship is “shaped by suspicion towards the West and reinforced 

by an experience of sanctions and a perception of US interference in their domestic politics.”On 

China-Iraq relations, since 2003, China has been more active in Iraq. China’s policies on Iraq are 

based on four conditions, namely, China has to adapt to the international situation defined by the 

West, the changed US policy towards China after the September 11 attack, the pragmatic ideas 

of Chinese leaders on international politics and foreign policy, and the post-war situation in Iraq.  

On China-Qatar relations, it has been pushed by the top-level leadership of both sides. It is perhaps 

the first paper revealing official document exchanges between the two countries on how the 

bilateral relations were developed. What is particularly interesting is the role of Qatari officials in 

petrochemical and energy industry and how the Qatari diplomats in China advance the bilateral 

relationship. On China-UAE relations, the bilateral relationship goes beyond energy cooperation. 

Dubai is a major center for Chinese products to be re-exported to the neighboring region. In 

the future, increasing cooperation in energy sector would be a central element in China-UAE 

relations with the fast improving cross-strait relations and the end of long-term contracts. The 

research on China-Yemen relations offers an alternative perspective that goes beyond the official 

narratives and conventional perceptions of China-Yemen/Gulf centered on energy, trade and arms 
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deals. The humanitarian aid, the basic infrastructure and other projects China provided during 

the 1950s enabled China to “enjoy close relationship with Yemen, and it made it easier for China 

to get access to the energy exploration…” Currently, Yemenis form the largest Arab community 

in China. They are spread in education and trading sectors. The workshop also discusses the 

implications of growing China-Gulf relations on India and Japan. On India, energy and security are 

the two factors driving China and India to have a stronger relationship with the GCC. But, “the 

GCC countries must evolve fresh dimensions to consolidate their positions in a fast-changing 

world” because both China and India are intensifying steps in diversifying oil import resources. 

Furthermore, the two countries will not sacrifice their strategic interests with Iran and Israel to 

accommodate GCC reservations. In contrast to the view of China and India competing in the 

Gulf, “there is also a possibility of India, Iran and China establishing a structural energy linkage 

of a pan-Asian dimension.” Three implications of African experiences with China to GCC were 

put forward. Firstly, the Gulf needs to recognize that China’s approach to resources is strategic 

and balances its own interests accordingly. Secondly, the African resource economy has gained 

through their diversification of foreign partners. Thirdly, understanding China’s domestic situation 
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provides important insights into their approach to resource acquisition. The growing demand for 

oil in China poses challenges to Japan. Unlike China, Japan’s policies towards the region are in line 

with its main ally, the US. It has put Japan in a less advantageous position. Compared to China, 

Japan entered the Saudi market early. In recent years, the Japanese engagement in the Gulf has 

expanded. Recently, Japan assisted the Saudi government to facilitate the Saudization program by 

providing training courses to the Saudis. In contrast, China’s investment in the country is relatively 

small in terms of both volume and scope.

Workshop Director Profiles 

Prof. Tim Niblock

Prof.  Tim Niblock is Director of the Institute of Arab and Islamic Studies at the University 

of Exeter, and formerly worked as Director of the Center for Middle Eastern Studies at the 

University of Durham. His main research interests cover a wide range of areas related to the 

politics, economics and international relations of the Arab and Islamic worlds. He holds the Chair 

in Arab Gulf Studies at the University of Exeter, UK. Much of his work focuses on the linkages 

between political and economic developments, as in his work on the impact which UN economic 

sanctions had on the three Arab states which were subject to them: Iraq, Libya and Sudan. The 

latter work was published in a variety of different outlets, but most notably in his book, Pariah 

States and Sanctions in the Middle East (Lynne Rienner, Boulder, 2000). Processes of economic and 

political liberalisation have also been at the forefront of his attention, as can be seen in his edited 

book, Economic and Political Liberalisation in the Middle East (British Academic Press, London, 1993). 

With Professor Rodney Wilson he edited a 6-volume entitled, Political Economy of the Middle East 

(Edward Elgar, Cheltenham, 2000). He has been working on the Arabian Peninsula since the early 

1980s, starting with Social and Economic Development in the Arab Gulf, ed. (Croom Helm, London, 

1980). His first work on Saudi Arabia was an edited work, State, Society and Economy in Saudi Arabia 

(Croom Helm, London, 1981), which brought together political and economic perspectives on the 

development of the Kingdom. His research is based on his knowledge of Arabic, and close links 

with a variety of different Arab universities and institutions. He has been involved in consultancy 

work and regularly visits the region for research purposes and for conferences.

Dr. Mei Zhang

Dr. Mei Zhang is currently part of the Shanghi Institute for International Studies and is focused 

on the China-Gulf Relations. Dr. Zhang studied history, political economy and society of the 

Gulf States, and has extensively done research on Dubai’s development and growth. Dr Zhang 

completed her PhD research in 2008, from the University of Exeter. 
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Workshop 11 Papers 

Yukiko Miyagi, Durham University	
“The China Factor in Japan’s Gulf Policy”

Atul Aneja, The Hindu Newspaper	
“Iran-China Relations: India as an Emerging Factor”

Li Weijian, Shanghai Institute for International Studies	
“International System Transition and China’s Middle East Policy”

Behzad Shahandeh, Hankuk University of Foreign Studies	
“China–Iran Emerging Relations: A Marriage of Convenience”

Chen Mo, Institute of West-Asian and African Studies, Chinese Academy of Social 
Sciences
“China’s Policies and Measures to Secure the Supply of Oil: Energy” 

Huang Minxing, Xi’an University	
“An Analysis of Sino-Iraqi Relations after the Iraq War of 2003”

N. Janardhan, Political Analyst
“Chindia and the Gulf: cooperation, competition or confrontation?”

Noel Brehony, MENAS Associates Limited	
“China and the Gulf: Cooperation in Petrochemicals”

Chris Alden, London School of Economics	
“China’s Resource Strategy in Africa: Implications for the Gulf?”

Monica Malik, EFG-Hermes Bank	
“The Impact of the Rise of China on Currency Reform in the GCC”

Gaffar Karar Ahmed, Shanghi International Studies University	
“China-Qatar Relations- A New Diplomatic Relation in Shifting”

Ho Wai-Yip, City University of Hong Kong	
“China-Yemen’s Translational Connections: From the Socialist Era to the Contemporary Period”
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Workshop 12: Islamic Politics in the Gulf

In the Arab Gulf States, where social and religious conservatism tends to be the norm, Islam is an 

important political resource, claimed by regimes and opponents alike. The aim of this workshop 

was to explore how this resource has been and is still used, reformulated and contested, with a 

focus on the contemporary period - more specifically, the second half of the 20th century.

The papers included in the workshop dealt with different countries – Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Bahrain 

and Oman – and with the three main brands of Islam found in the region, i.e. Sunnism, Shiism 

and Ibadism. Different themes were addressed. First, the relationship between Islam and the 

state in the Gulf was debated, with a paper by Muhammad al-Atawneh on how Saudi Ulama have 

accepted to become partners of the state while abandoning the political domain to the princes, 

concentrating their efforts on society instead; and a paper by Khalid Al-Azri on how Ibadi Islam 

has been used by the Omani state to construct an Omani identity – a dangerous move because 

the same religious discourse has recently been appropriated by Islamist opponents of the state. 

A couple of papers then looked more specifically at the Saudi state and explored the relationship 

between its religious legitimacy narrative and jihadism: Robert Lacey showed, through an analysis 

of fatwas issued by the kingdom’s official Ulama during the last 30 years, that the latter had 

very early on denounced terrorism and suicide bombings. In contrast, Abdelasiem El-Difraoui 

emphasized the difficulty for the Saudi state to discredit its jihadi opponents given the fact that 

its own legitimacy narrative is based upon the same principles, those of jihad and martyrdom. Two 

papers then debated the relationship between Islam and the economy. Annika Kropf explored 

the differences in economic performances between Saudi Arabia and its GCC neighbors, and 

concluded that the conservative Islamic culture found in the kingdom had been an impediment to 

its economic growth. Finally, Kristin Diwan showed how, in the case of Kuwait, the state’s creation 

of (or support for) Islamic charitable societies and investment institutions reinforced the power 

of Islamist movements, by giving them new ground and resources.

Dr. Stephane 

Lacroix

Sciences-Po

Saud Al-Sarhan

University of Exeter
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Kristin Diwan’s paper provided a nice transition to the remaining presentations of the workshop, 

all of which dealt with Islamist movements. Three papers were case studies: Jane Kinninmont 

talked about Bahraini Shia Islamists and the debate between them over whether or not to 

participate in a weak parliament; Carine Abou Lahoud described the competition between salafis 

and Muslim Brothers over the control of Islamist activism in Kuwait; and Thomas Gugler looked 

at two Indo-Pakistani Islamic movements, the Tabligh and the Jama’at al-Da‘wa, and analyzed 

their marketing strategies in the Gulf, describing how they have striven to adapt to the region’s 

cultural environment. The last three papers of the workshop dealt with some recent remarkable 

evolutions among the region’s Islamist movements. Toby Matthiesen described the relationship 

between Shia Islamists and Communists in the Eastern Province of Saudi Arabia, and analyzed how 

they moved from competition to collaboration in the last few decades. Talal al-Rashud concluded 

the discussion with his work on Hizb al-Umma, a new Kuwaiti Sunni political group which may 

be described as post-Islamist. Finally, Stephen Monroe analyzed the parliamentary record of 

Kuwaiti and Bahraini salafis, showing that there is no evident relationship between participating 

in parliamentary life and subscribing to the core values of democracy – while Kuwaiti salafis have 

through time become more outspoken democrats, this has not been the case for their Bahraini 

counterparts. 

Workshop Director Profiles 

Dr. Stéphane Lacroix

Stéphane Lacroix is a postdoctoral fellow and a lecturer at Sciences Po in Paris, where he also 

supervises the Kuwait Program of Gulf Studies. He has published articles on Saudi Arabia and 
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Islamism in journals such as the Middle East Journal and the International Journal of Middle East 

Studies. He is also a former consultant on Saudi Arabia for the International Crisis Group (ICG). 

His forthcoming book Awakening Islam: A History of Islamism in Saudi Arabia, based on extensive 

fieldwork in Saudi Arabia, was published by the Presses Universitaires de France in Autumn 2008, 

with an English translation available in Spring 2010. Dr. Lacroix holds an M.A. in Middle East 

Studies and Arabic Language from the National Institute of Oriental Languages and Civilizations 

in Paris, as well as an M.A. and Ph.D. in Political Science from Sciences Po.

Saud Al-Sarhan

Saud al-Sarahn is a Saudi-born writer, who has also studied extensively in Lebanon and the UK. 

His chief research interests are Islamic Intellectual History, particularly Salafism and Hanbalism, 

and the wider political themes of the Arabian Gulf, including the political history of  Yemen. Saud 

is currently completing his PhD in Arab and Islamic Studies at the University of Exeter, and has 

previously been awarded a Masters in International Business Law from the University of Central 

Lancashire, and a Masters in Islamic Studies from the Higher Institute of Islamic Studies, Beirut, 

Lebanon.

Workshop 12 Papers 

Muhammad Al Atawneh, Ben Gurion University	
“Leave politics to politicians”

Annika Kropf, University of Vienna	
“Islam and economic growth in the states of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)”

Kristin Diwan, American University	
“Political Economies? Islamic Finance and Islamist politics in Saudi Arabia and Kuwait”

Khalid Al Azri, Oxford Centre for Islamic Studies	
“State, Identity and Religion in Oman since 1970”
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Stephen Monroe, Stanford University	
“Salafis in parliament: A comparative analysis of Salafi parliamentary blocs and their democratic 

attitudes in Bahrain and Kuwait”

Talal Al Rashoud, Georgetown University	
“An Unlikely Reformer? Kuwait’s Salafi “Ummah Party”

Abdelasiem El Difraoui, Science Po, Paris	
“The Saudi Tight-Rope Walk - Limitations and dangers of the Saudi Approach of countering Al 

Qaida’s propaganda”

Toby Matthiesen, SOAS	
“Political Opposition in the Eastern Province of Saudi Arabia: Leftists and Islamists between 

Confrontation and Accommodation”

Carine Abou Lahoud, Sciences Po, Paris	
“Kuwait: Salafism, Politics and Relations to Power”

Thomas Gugler, Zentrum Moderner Orient	
“Marketing Muhammed and Madina in the Gulf: The “Islamic Project” of the reform movements 

Tablighi Jama’at and Da’wat-el Islami”

     

Robert Lacy, Journalist
“The Saudi Ulema on Terrorism and Suicide Bombing, 1988- 2003”

Jane Kinninmont,  The Economist Intelligence Unit
“Democracy or just Decoration? The debate among Bahrain’s Shia’ Islamists about participating 

in Parliament”
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The Gulf Research Center is pleased to announce the 2011 Gulf Research Meeting. The 2011 

GRM will be held from 6-9 July at the University of Cambridge. Building on the success of the 

2010 GRM, the 2nd annual Gulf Research Meeting aims to provide an academic environment to 

foster Gulf studies and promote scholarly and academic exchange among scholars. The GRC, 

in association with the GRCC (Gulf Research Centre Cambridge), hopes to expand the scope 

of the meeting and offer deeper insight into the issues facing the GCC, thereby adding to the 

scholarly research on the region.

• Our workshops include:

• Impact of Climate Change on Gulf Region

• The Transformation of Rentier States and the Provision of Public and Common
  Goods	
	
• Educational Reform, Public Policy, and the Students of the Gulf Region	
	
• The Gulf and Latin America: Background and Perspectives	
	

The 2010 Gulf Research Meeting 
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• WTO and Globalization: GCC impact	

• Modernization and Socio- Economic Changes in the Arabic Gulf Cities

• India and the Gulf: What Next?	

• Shaping the Gulf National Innovation Systems	

• Healthcare Challenges in the Gulf region	

• Potential and Limits of Civil Society In the Gulf Region	

• Media in GCC	

• GCC- Iran Relations	

• Migration in the Gulf	

• Human Resource Development in the Gulf	

• The Role of Business Women in the Economies and Societies of the Arab Region

• The EU and GCC countries in the Southern Mediterranean	

• Sovereign Wealth Funds in the Middle East

To learn more about this event and how to register, please visit our website: 

www.grcevent .net/cambridge2011
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The 2010 GRM was sponsored by the following:

The Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development

The Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development (the Arab Fund), 

based in the State of Kuwait, is an Arab regional financial institution focused 

on funding economic and social development by financing public and private 

investment projects and providing grants and expertise. The Arab Fund’s 

activities are characterized by a number of important aspects that make it a 

model of cooperation and Arab economic integration, and a reflection of outstanding joint Arab 

action. With all the Arab countries as its members and concentrating on economic and social 

development affecting the same countries the Arab Fund carefully follows guidelines on neutrality 

in pursuing its activities and organizes itself under substantive rules to ensure independence from 

any political considerations when conducting in its operations.

KAB Holding

KAB Holding was established by Sheikh Khaled Ahmed Bagedo and 

focuses on promoting the real estate business and building materials 

manufacturing, mainly targeted at the Saudi Arabian and Middle Eastern 

markets. Based in Jeddah KAB Holding is known for is ambition, enthusiasm 

and devotion to community development, through large scale business. 

Our Sponsors

The GRC would like to express their deep thanks and gratitude to all of our sponsors as without 

their support and enthusiasm, the meeting would not have been possible. 

The 2010 Gulf Research Meeting 
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Dallah Albaraka

Dallah Albaraka was founded in Riyadh by Shiekh Saleh Kamel in 1969 

as a small proprietorship and has evolved over a period of 30 years 

into a diversified international conglomerate, incorporating investments 

in billions in over 40 countries worldwide. The group impacts on almost 

every sector of economic life, including industry, trade, real estate, 

tourism, health care, communication, media, production, technical maintenance and operation, 

transport, banking and financial services and educational and training.

The Kuwait Program at Sciences Po

 The Kuwait Program is a Gulf-focused research and teaching program based at 

the Chaire Moyen-Orient Méditerranée at Sciences Po Paris, created in 2007 

thanks to a generous grant from the Kuwait Foundation of the Advancement 

of Sciences (KFAS). 

KFAS and Sciences Po share an awareness of the common challenges facing 

the Gulf region and Europe in fields such as security, sustainable development, geopolitics of 

energy, economic diversification, the new role of the private sector, international migration, civil 

society development, and the shift of public policies from domestic to global levels.

The two institutions have hence agreed to work together in creating a structure that provides new 

approaches and fresh ideas in these fields to leaders, senior officials, academics and researchers.
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THE GULF RESEARCH CENTER

“Knowledge  for  A l l ” 

The Gulf Research Center (GRC) is an independent research institute located in Dubai, United  

Arab Emirates (UAE). The GRC was founded in July 2000 by Mr. Abdulaziz Sager, a Saudi businessman, 

who realized that in a world of rapid political, social and economic change, it is important to 

pursue politically neutral and academically sound research about the Gulf Cooperation Council 

(GCC) countries and disseminate the knowledge obtained as widely as possible. The GRC seeks 

to provide a better understanding of the challenges and prospects of the GCC countries.

GRC was established to achieve the following main objectives:

• Conducting objective and scholarly research bearing on political, economic, social and security 

   issues, as they relate to the GCC states in particular and the Gulf region in general.

• Promoting communication and cooperation among GCC citizens, along with propagating 

  information about the GCC states and the Gulf region through a series of conferences and 

  workshops the GRC holds and hosts.

• Publishing and disseminating relevant and useful information and data on the GCC states within  

  and outside the region.

• Interacting with and answering the needs and requirements of individuals and/or corporate 

  organizations, including GCC nationals and expatriates living in the GCC countries, university 

  students, academics, the press community, businessmen, and decision-makers.




